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Nibil Violentum Durat. 


nee our preſent Condition more, than ever, Requires our 
0 being Strong, & of a Peice within our Selvesz for (be- 
fides Domeſtique miſunderſtandings) have we not power · 


1 ful Neighbours Hovering over us, and perhaps Watching 


the Opportunities, -which our Weakneſs and Divifions may give 
them? And fince our want of Union, & Inteſtine Animoſitys chiefly 
Reſult from our different Judgements in Religion, and from the 
ſeveral Conſequences thereof, I hope, I ſhall not miſtaks my du- 
ty in offering my thoughts to thoſe, who are the Proper Judges, 
concerning that ſo much debated Queſtion of Puniſhing or Toler- 
ating Non- Conformiſts. 1 
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Oa this Subj ct my Ecdeavour ſhall be to ſpeak plainly , like 
» god Engliſh man, without any Byas of prejudice, or fa. 
vonr to the Perfens concern'd; and, whereas many Per ſons of 
great Authority may perhaps be of a different Judgement from 
mine, in the Point”, I am to handle, I beg the favour of m 
Reader to belcive , that nothing but the Intereſt of my Country 
could have Engag:d me in a Queſtion of this Nature, in Op. 
poſition to ſo conſiderable.a Party, of whoſe Abilitles I have 
a very true and j iſt Veneration. 

In the firſt Place, it muſt be allow'd, that cold it be eff. Red, no- 
thing were more to be deſired, in order to the 4 of 
this Nation, than a Conformity of all Minds, under the ſame Do&. 
rine, and Worſhip in Religion; That ſo, as our Bodys, and out- 
ward Actions are govern'd by the ſame Temporal Laws, our Souls 
and our Opinions (though in Matters relating to the World) mighe 
alſo be united under one, and the ſame Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline, and 
were England at preſent under that happy Condition of Spiritual V- 
nion, Thovld think it rational and ſeaſonable by the Rigour of 
Law:, to preſerve it in ſuch a State of Tranquillity, by ſuppreſſing 
all Upſtart Int. ovatore, & frighting the People from the dangerous 
affe ctation of Novelty. 

But ſince we enjoy this Univerſal Harmony only in our Wiſhes, 
( diverſity of Opinions in Matters of Religious Worſhip having held 
ſo long a poſſcſſion in the Minds of the People) & ſince the Cockle 
is ſo generally ſpred, and mingled with the Corn; that tis impoſſi. 
ble wholly to roat_up one without apparent Danger of deſtroying 
the ther, I think it behoves us to take our Meaſures according to the 
preſent State, and Juncture, of our Affairs, and chooſe that expedi- 
ent, which is beſt for us, and withal is attainable by us in the Cir- 
eumſtarce, we now ate in, not that, which (although beſt in its 
ſelf is not poſſible for us to attain. : LE 

And here (I conceive ) lyes the Root of their Miſtakes; who have 
lately with fo much Zeal oppoſed a Toleration:: They tell us what 
ſhould be, not what may be done; and deliver many Truths con- 
cerning the Beauty and Expediency of a General Vniformity; but 
their Diſcourſe ſeems cut out, and made to fit an Vropian Kingdom, 
not Evgland in its preſent Condition. | 

For according to true Policy & Reaſon we — either wholly to 
Root out all Diſſenters, or elſe ſo to Tolerate them, that * 

Ye 


_ 


live at eaſe and contentedneſs amongſt usʒw hereby they may becom 
if not of che Church, at leaſt ſound Members of the Common Wealth. 

Let the Oppoſers of a Toleration ſhew us a ſafe and ready way to 
rid the Nation of all Non-conformiſts, though I confeſs I am no 
Friend to Force and Violence, eſpecially in Matters of Conſci:nce, 
yet I ſhould not obſtruct any Cauſe, that would certainly prod: ce 
ſo happy an effeck: But, if this be impoſſible for them to do, and if 
the Method by them preſcrib'd , and made uſe of, ſerves only to cx + 
aſperate, not to carry of the peccant Humour, I miſt conclude,that 
the good of the Nation is either not rightly underſtood, or not j ſtly 
purſued by them. 

For what can be more Pernicious to the Safety of any Kingdom 
than to have within it ſelf ſo great a Body, as all the Diſſenters in 
England make, continually exaſperated by Penaltys and invaded by 
a legall kind of Hoſtility; who, thus made Enemys by the Law, 
muſt by a Natural Conſequence be ſtill watching Occaſions of eaſing 
and unburthening themſelves > What is this but to Nouriſh and Fo- 
ment in our Bowels the Seeds of a Civil War, that wart nothing but 
an Opportunity (which for Miſchief too frequently preſents it ſelf ) 
to Break forth in a conſuming Flame? 

Perhaps you will ſay, that a wholſome Violence may Cure their 
Obſtinacy, and Reduce them to Obedience, and in time make them 
le& Numerous, and ſo leſs Dangerous. | 

I anſwear, That Compulſion may bring many Hypocrites, but no 
real Converts into our Church: For Conſcience is of ſo Spiritual a 
Nature, that outward Force can have no Influence, nor Dominion 
over it: We cannot Over-rule it in our ſclvcs, much leſs in others. 
At home iu our own Breaſts intercſt cannot Bribe it, to Judge other- 
wiſe of our own proper Actions, than according to that Light of 
Nature, or Grace, which God has beſtowed upon it : And, al- 
though it be granted in the Caſe of Non. conformiſts that their Con- 
ſcienee is Erroneous, yet, as ſuch it can never be Rectiſied by Fear, 
and Force, but only by Conviction of Judgment. 

Hence it may be inferred, that nothing does more Efficatiouſly 
diſpoſe and prepare the Minds of Men for Treaſon and Rebellion, 
than by Force to make them AR againſt th: ir Conſcience in matters 
of Religion : For they who have once overcome the Remorſe of 
their God (which is the Caſt of all fuch Compliers without Con- 
viction of Judgment) ſhall never ſtick at Breach of Faith with Prince 
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or Magiſtrate, when ever the like Motives of Intereſt or Fear ſhall 
prompt them to it: Whoever therefore ſhall deſign to Reduce ſo 
great a Multitude of diff:ring Judgments to an Uniformity of Pro- 
feſſion, by the way of Rigour and Inflition of pæ ties, can rea- 
ſonably expect no better Succeſs, than to fill th; Church with Hypo- 
crites, and the State with Sabject, train'd up, and principled for 
Rebellion. 

Of this Truth we have an Illuſtrious Example recorded by Sozo- 
men, (Cap. 7. Hiſt. Trip.) Conſtatins Father to Conſtantine the 
Great, having many Chriſtian Souldiers under hi; Command ( him- 
ſelf being a Gentile) reſolved to make Trial of their Temper, and 
find out amongſt them, who were fit or unfit for Truſt, and Employ- 
ment: Accordingly calling them together, he declared that all ſuch 
as would Sacrifice to his Gods, ſhould continue in his Service, but 
that the Refuſers ſhould forthwith be Caſheerd, and might thank bis 
Clemency, that he proceeded no farther againſt them. Hereupon 
when ſome Obeyed the General, and ſome their Conſcience , thoſe 
who prefer'd Religion to their Intereſt, he immediately took into 
Favour, and Office; and the Temporizing Conformiſts he Excluded 
from all Employment , preſuming (ſays our Authour) that fuch 
_ never be Loyal to Man, who ſo lightly had. forſaken their 


From what has been ſaid, We may draw this Coacluſion, that 
where Iafliction of pænaltys prevails in order to an exterior Con- 
formity, in ſuch to their | Lava of Judgment it adds Hypocrifie, 
whereby they become worſe Chriſtians and Subject, than before; 
and where it does not ſo prevail, it lays the Foundation of a Civil 
War, by daily Exaſperating ſo great a part of the Nation, or ra- 
ther begins it, by continually Invading (though under Colour of 
Law) th: Liberties and Goods of our fellow $ubj.Rs. 

If it be Replyed, that although (being Proſecuted by the 
Law ) they may be irritated, and diſpoſ'd for miſchief, yet ( being 
Tolerated) they will encreas in Strength, and by Conſequence en- 
cceas our Danger. 

I anſwear that how great a Paradox ſoever it may ſeem at firſt light, 
yet moſt true it is, that ( taking the whole Body together of the diſ- 
{:nters, who are equally concerned inthe Proſecution ) they are far 
more dangerous and pow-rfull to de Miſchief, when Proſecuted than 
when Tolcrated : For chen they are all in a ſuffering Condition they 


are 


* 
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are united together in one Common Cauſe and Concern of eafing 
themſelves from the preſſure they are under; and ( being ſo different 
in their other Principles) this is the only point they can center in, 
and Knit together into a Body, and the only Band that binds them 

up in a Bundle. But when they are Indulged, and left Free, (the 

C-ment of a joynt Intereſt being taken away ) they will naturally, 
and neceſſarily fall in ſunder,and remain as divided in point of Faction 
and party, as they are in tenets and principles. 

Of this we have a freſh and convincing Example in the late Revo- 
lutions, for before the War, when all Seftaries and Nonconformilts 
lived under the Curb and penaltys of the Law, and bigh Commiiſion 
Court, they were al embodyed together as Fellow Suff:rers in the 
Common Cauſe, and apperred to the World but as one Sect, and 
were generally known only by the Common Name of Puritans : And 
to what Power and Strength they grew by this union, was too fatil- 
: brag by the Famous Miſchief they did. But afterwards (having 

aken off their Fetters, and clapt them on their Maſters ) when 
they were at eaſe and proſperity, then did each Sect apart begin to ſet 
up its own Colours; and the D. ſtinctions of the Preſbyterian:,Inde- 
pendents, and Quakers, grew viſible to the World by their Diviſions 
and Quarrels amongſt themſelves. 

And I deſire it may be obſerv'd that Monarchy and the Church 
were pull'd down by them at that time, when by a preceding pro- 
ſecution they had been united together; and that the Church and 
Monarchy were then again reſtored when by Liberty and Proſperi- 
ty thoſe very Sets were bales from one another and each had rankt 
it ſelf in its own Canton, and Divinon. 

But now it remains to be conſidered whither theſe D.ſſenters and 
Nonconformiſts in Religion, are any ways capable of being made 
Loyal and faithful to the Government. 

I chink there is but one cert iin Rule to reſolve this, and all Caſes 
of a like Nature: Firſt allowing them to have common Sznfe, it will 
evidently follow that if we can make ic their Intereſt to be good Sub- 
ject they will not fail of being ſo, whoever ſhall aſſign any Securi- 
ty, but this, for the Peoples Allegiance,do (in my Opinion) but 
play with the Wind, and pay us with Words. 1 know, that Ns 
Biſhop no King has paſt for a Fundam:ntal Maxime with ſome, and 
that Engliſh Loyalty cannot conſiſt but in the Church-of —* 37am" 
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it is now eſtabliſht : And I ſuppoſe they go chie fly upon this = 
that 


that true Allegiancemuſt proceed from a reAified Conſcience, and ã 
rectiſſed Conſcience from true Religion. 
But I muſt begg their leave to diſſent from them in this Particular. 
All Men I confe(s, ſhould be obedient to their Lawful Governqurs 
for Conſcience ſake, but all Men are not as they ſhould be. 
Man-kind in general is conſtantly true to nothing, but their Inte- 
reſt; how — that over rules Conſcience in all Religions, is but 
too viſible in the World. Let I am far from denying, but that ma- 
ny may be found, who by the ty of Conſcience only are ſufficiently 
withheld fromthe enormous Crime of Rebellion: But ſince no o- 
ther perſon can tell ( all pretending to it) who theſe are, and ſince 
every good Security muſt be apparent and viſible; I think in Fore- 
externs We ought to exclude Conſcience, or rather the pretenſe of it 
(which is all we can know of it in another ) from being a ſufficient 
warrantly of Allegiance, 5 
To retourn * 25 from this Digreſſion to my former Propoſiti- 
on, let Men be never ſo Differing in Matters oſ Religion, cerfain it 
is they will all agree in this point of being Conſtant and true to their 
own Interelt : And therefore the great Art and f.cr't of Government 
is to make it the Peoples Intereſt to be True and Faithful to their Go- 
vernours. ö f 1 
Now tis apparent that if all theſe Diſſenters in Religion who at 
preſent lye under the Laſh of the Law, were ſo far 5 that 
they might live with Security of their Eſtates and Liberty of their 
Perſons amongſt us, and peacably enjoy their Conſcience in their 
own way of Religious Worſhip, it would be clearly their Intereſt to 
be obedient unto, and maintain that Government, under which 
they are ſo Protected: For none are ſo Dull, but muſt underſtand, 
that when they are in a quiet enjoyment of their livelihoods, if Diſ- 
orders and War ſhonld come upon them, they muſt needs ( at leaſt 
the Major part of them) be greater Looſers, than Gainers ; So that 
the Puplick Peace will now become their private Intereſt, 
And this is the only Baſis and Foundation, on which all Govern- 
ment can firmly be Eſtabliſnt. 
They who imagine that Vnity of Religion is abſolutely neceſſary 
to Vnity of Intereſt, muſt needs fancy to themſelves ſuch an Extra- 
ordinary Charm,in the Peoples meeting together on Sundays in the 
Church, that they cannot fall out all the Week after : But we find by 
ſad Experience that Perſpns of the ſame Religion ( Witneſs the Wars 
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between Sweden and Denmark, France, and Spain ) Quarrel no lefs 
fi-rcely, than others, who are moſt diſtant in their Principles of Be- 
lief: And they are Strangers in the Affairs of the World, who have 
not learnt , that Intereſt and not Religion, makes all the great En- 
mitys, and am itys both Publick and Private. 

Oar Neighbours of Holland, who are very Competent Judges in 
Matters relating to Publick Advantage, and Self-preſervation, by 
their i tact ce ſufficiently ſh:w the Conſciſtency, and expedience of 
Tolerating different Religions under the ſame Government: Fraxce 
affords us the like Preſedent; And I fear, till we follow their Ex- 
amps in England too, I fear we ſhall not arrive to that Plenty, and 
Power, which both thoſe States at preſent enjoy. For Nature hath 
ſo placed this Iſland, that whenever we are Maſters at Sea, we are 
Umpires of this part of the World; ſo that we muſt always Riſe 
or Fall in Plenty, and Power, as we ercreaſe or decay in Traf- 
fick, and Navigation. Now upon a juſt Calaslation twil appear, 
that the Sea-fareing Men, and the Trading Part of the Nation, dos 
in a great meaſure confiſt of Non-conformiſts ; and that much of the 
Wealth and Stock of the Kingdom, is lodged in their Hands, who 
have no great Devotion for the preſent Liturgy, & Hierachy of 
the Church of England. 

Wherefore we need go no farther to find out the cauſe of that 
general Damp upon Traffique and Commerce, than the Strinefs 
of our Laws upon that Sort of People; by which ſome of them 
ate Diſabled, and others Diſcouraged from Employing their In- 
duſtry, and their Stock for Carrying onthe Trade of the Na- 
tion. 

Bat whilſt upon theſe Motives, I plead fora Toleration of Non- 
Conformiſts; thereby I intend no more, than a bire Exemption 
from-Penalties, with a Liberty of Exerciſing their Religion under 
ſuch competent Reſtrictions, as ſhall be julgel Neceſſary, both 
to Secure the Publique from a Riot, and Sedition, and to put a 
Difference between their Conventions, and the Religious Aſſem- 
blies of the Church, Eſtabliſhed by Law. 

Moreover, I think it neceſfary, that they ſhould be Excluded 
from Offices, and places of eminent .Truſt, both Civil, and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical: Becauſe, ſhould they be Admitted to an Equali y of 
Power, and Authority in the Kingdom, their Oppteſſion, and Na- 
tural endeavour to Advance their on Ways in Religion, might 

Temp 
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Tempt them to puſh forwards, and $ e for the Righe. band of 
Fellowſhip So — the Peace of the en mighe de Tndan. 


L ſhould here have cloſed np this diſcourle,did I not find that many 

Reverend Members of the Clergy, bave been lately great Oppoſers 

of x Toicration z which leads me co Confider, whither the Ad- 

— of it be-prejudicial to the Safety and Intereſt of the 
mern.. . 

If we call to mind by what means Th was firſt Plant 
ed, & Propagated in the World, we ſhall find that Force, and Com- 
pulſion, bad no hand in the Work: Both the Precepts, and Ex- 
ample of our Great Maſter, and his Diſciples, ate directly Op- 
poſite to it: For my part, I think, that Humane prudence, as well 
3s Chriſtian piety, Obliges their Succeſſors to follow the ſame Me- 
thod of reclatming Diffenter by Gentlene(s, and meek, Exhortations, 
according to the Birection of St. Pa. 

For ſince the chief Deſigne and moſt incumbent Duty of the 
Church. is to Convert Misbelievers, and to bring back into the 
Fold thoſe who have ſtraied Away z there is nothing ſo Neceſſary 
and Conducing to this Work, as to procure in the Minds of Dif- 
ſenters a — Opinion, and eſteem of the Charity and Paternal 
Cate of thoſe, who undertake to Inſtruct them in the Right 
Way. 

This was the Method of our Saviour himſelf, who began his 
great-Buſineſs of Converting Mankind, by firſt Obliging the Peo- 
ple with Temporal Bleſſings, that ſo he might Win them to Spiritual 
Happineſs ; for this Reaſon he Miraculouſly Fed ſo many Thouſands 
in he Deſert, and ſo often Cured their Bodily Infirmitys, in order 
to the Healing, and Nouriſhing their Souls : But the Infliction of 
Corporal puniſhment or pecuniary Mulcts, is ſo far from producing 
'this eff ct of Love, and Eſteem in their Minds, whom we are to 
make our proſelytes, thatit conſtantly begets an Averſion, and Ha- 
ered in the Puniſhed againſt the Authors and Promoters of 
this puniſhment, ſo that Churchmen muſt either neceſſarily give 
over — Converting Diſſenters (which is a principal part 
of their Function) or the pract ce of Abetting the Infliction of Pe- 
nalties upon them. | n 

Ir Excommunication (which is a Seclufion from joyning with 
the Congregation in Religious Worſhip.) be the propet, and juſt 
pun- 


mment or Error in Religion, according to all the Primt- 

tive Rules, and Practice of Chriſtianity , is it not ſtrangely 

repoſterous, that theſe Diſſcnters inſtead of being ſhut out, 

ould be violently forc't irto the Chu ch, and (even during 
their Non-Conformity of Judgment) be compelled to a pa tici- 
pation in Divine Worſhip with the Faithful by all thoſe ſharp pæ- 
naltys, which the Law inflits upon Recuſancy ? Inſtead of the 
Goſpel Rule, which Commands us to avoid their company; we ſer 
up a Law of our own, which injoyns our meeting together even in 
the Houſe of God; whereby the partys compelled Act no les 
againſt their Conſcience, than the Compellers againſt the plain Let- 
ter of Scripture. Methinks in this Caſe the Example of our Sa- 
viour ought to be our Rule, Who in perſon Whipr our of the Temple 
thoſe, who came thither upon the Score of Intereſt, and nor of Re- 
ligion, but always uſed the moſt Benign and Gentle means imagi- 
nable to Win people into the Church. 

What can be more contrary to the Honour, and Dignity of 
True Religion, than that it ſhould appear to ſtand in need of 
Force to draw Men to it? We ſhew a miſtruſt of it's Verity, 
when we dare not leave Men the liberty of their Judgement and 
Conſcience in imbracing it. Is not this that very Thing, where- 
with formerly we have ſo often reproacht our Adverſaryes? and 
have we not other lawful Advantages enough over all Diſſenters, 
and Sets without calling in the Brachinm Seculare to Confute 
our Opponents, and uſing means much more, becoming a preaching 
Collonel of Cromwels Army, than a Prelate of the Church of 
England ? Have we not Truth on our Side, the only Invincible 
Champion of Religion? Are we not Eſtabliſot by the Law of the 
Land, whereas others will at moſt be only S»fered ? Are not all 
Ecclefiaſtical Promotions in our Power, and Occupation? So that 
having the ſtrongeſt Motives on our ſide both Temporal and Spiritu- 
al, to bring Men fairly to us, why ſhould we kecp up 8 Spaniſb In- 
qui/ition of Force ani Violence, and ſo diſcredit and Weaken our 
—_ whilſt miſtakingly we endeavour by undue means to ſtreng- 

en It, 

Let the Preſbyterians meet in their Halls, the Fanaticks in their 
Barns, the Papiſts in their Garrets; ſhallche Church of Eng/and 
Aſſembled in her Cathedrals, fear the Competition of Rivals every 
way ſo inferiour to her in force of Arguments, and Reaſon, in ex- 
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teriot D:cincy, ard Gravity, and ia the Credit of Publick Author i- 
ty? It Would Arg: not only want of Conrage, but eren Weak. 
neſs of Faith, an Rziſon too, ſhould we be Jcaloas, that a per- 
miſſi »a granted co choſe Sec, of having Publick Meetings would di. 
miniſh che nunb:r of the O:tholox in our Re Aſſemblys ; for 
a3 all contrat ys are beſt ſer off & diſtinguiſhe, when together expos'd 
to Pab'ick View, we may Pceſu ne, thit nothing would more advan - 
rtagzoaſly fill our Churches, ani Empty their Conventicles, than a 
Liberty given them to appear in a full Light; that ſo all Eyes might 
Jud ge of the Diff: cence between Order, and Confuſion, and between 
the P:cency of oar rational Worſhip, Mo4eld according to the beſt 
Patterns of ſound Antiquity, and the Hom:lineſs an clovniſh min- 
ner of their Addreſſes to Heaven, form'd out of their own Fancy by 
a Cynicall kind of Pcide, which Scorns the Direction of their = 
mitive G aides. 

Let us not therefore give them that only Advantage they have 0. 
ver us, which is of ſuff:ring for their Religion; for if we look into 
Scriptare, we (hill 614 that Perſecution in the Suff:rers,is one of the 
moſt conſpiczous Marks of Truth, and in the Inflicters of Error 
as moſt evidently appears in the Example of that great Apoſtle Saiat 
Paul, than whom before his Converſion, none more Zealous, and 
fierce in the Proſecation of Chriſtians, and after his Converſion, 
none more Compaſſionate, and Charitable, towards his diſſenting 
Brethren the Jews. 


THE END. 


